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scholarship in their name that will help young
men of color enter the health professions.

Mr. Darwin Creque distinguished himself as
a literary scholar, historian, newspaper found-
er and editor, economist, business man,
health administrator and a commissioner of
housing. He was born on St. Thomas on Au-
gust 30, 1912 and graduated in the Charlotte
Amalie High School Class of '32. He then at-
tained a Bachelor of Arts from Morehouse Col-
lege in 1936 and a Masters of Arts in Eco-
nomics from Atlanta University in 1938. Upon
returning to the Virgin Islands, he became
head of the social science department of
Christiansted High School and later Assistant
Price Economist, Office of Price Administra-
tion, Tax Assessor, Water Commissioner, and
Territorial Director, Office of Price Stabiliza-
tion.

He then pursued further education in the
field of health care and attended Harvard Uni-
versity, where he received a Masters in
Science in Public Health Administration in
1954. After an internship in Hospital Adminis-
tration at Harvard University School of Medi-
cine in 1956, he received a certificate in Busi-
ness and Industrial Management from the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology in
1955. He returned to St. Thomas and there
served as Executive Health Administrator at
the Department of Health. He then returned to
his training as an economist, becoming Assist-
ant Commissioner of the Department of Com-
merce where he organized and headed the Di-
vision of Trade and Industry. During the ad-
ministration of the late Governor Melvin H.
Evans, the first elected Governor of the U.S.
Virgin Islands, he served as the Commissioner
of Housing and Community Renewal.

Darwin Creque led a multi-faceted life. He
was at one time, the editor and co-owner of
the St. Croix Avis and owner of a Main Street
business called “The Smart Shop.” He loved
music and played the violin. He contributed to
the historical and literary canon of the U.S.
Virgin Islands, the most notable of which was
The U.S. Virgin Islands and the Eastern Carib-
bean. He also prepared research papers for
the Federal and local governments and served
on many boards and commissions, including
the V.I. Banking Board. He was a long time
member of the Grand Lodge of England (Har-
monic Lodge 356) and past president of St.
Thomas Rotary Il. For his years of dedicated
service, he received many awards and cita-
tions including from his fraternity, Phi Beta
Sigma, the Virgin Islands Legislature and the
Federal Department of Commerce. He was
named a Paul Harris Fellow by St. Thomas
Rotary Il for his commitment of service and to
world harmony.

Madam Speaker, Darwin Creque’s brother,
Dr. Lauritz Cludgemann Creque lived an
equally distinguished life. Born on St. Thomas
in March of 1917, he too was a gifted musi-
cian, writer, and teacher who became a med-
ical doctor after obtaining a Bachelor of
Science in Physics from Morehouse College in
1948 and a medical degree from Meharry
Medical College in 1952 with a specialty in
general surgery. During his early career, he
served as Chief of Staff of Kate Bitting Memo-
rial Hospital, an African American Hospital
serving diverse populations. He also served as
Medical Examiner and County Coroner as
well. He was a Member of the American Med-
ical Association, the President of the North
State Medical Association, the Twin City Med-
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ical Society and induction into the American
College of Physicians and Surgeons. He
worked to keep hospitals that served the Afri-
can American community open after many of
them were being absorbed into mainstream in-
stitutions. Dr. Creque went on to complete his
training in pathology at Columbia University in
New York and remained on the clinical faculty
at Columbia University for almost 20 years.
Fluent in three languages, he served diverse
populations to include being the Director of the
Blood Bank of Harlem Hospital and operating
an independent clinic for Hispanics in Hunts
Point, Bronx, New York.

Madam Speaker, with their scholarship, pro-
fessionalism and service to others, the Creque
brothers exemplify the best of what it means
to be a Virgin Islander. | ask my colleagues to
join me in this salute to their contributions.

————
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CIPIENT OF THE 10TH ANNUAL
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CARE AWARD
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Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor Alma Powell as recipient of
the Commonwealth Academy’s 10th Annual
CARE Award. The Commonwealth Academy
is a college preparatory day school in Alexan-
dria, Virginia. As a recipient of the CARE
Award, Mrs. Powell has demonstrated out-
standing leadership in efforts to empower
young people, including those who struggle
with learning differences and AD/HD, to dis-
cover and reach achievement levels commen-
surate with their abilities.

Alma Powell sits on the boards of several
educational, cultural, charitable and civic orga-
nizations. She is the chairman of the board of
America’s Promise Alliance, whose mission is
to mobilize people from every sector of Amer-
ican life to build the character and com-
petence of youth. Mrs. Powell also chairs the
advisory board for the Pew Center for Civic
Change. From 1989 to 2000, she has served
as the chairman of the National Council of the
Best Friends Foundation, an organization
dedicated to improving the lives of young girls.

Mrs. Powell is the recipient of an Honorary
Doctor of Human Letters from Emerson Col-
lege, an Honorary Doctor of Humanities from
Shenandoah University and the Civic Change
Award from the Pew Partnership for Civic
Change. She has also been honored by
Washingtonian magazine as Washingtonian of
the Year and is the recipient of the Leadership
Award from the Women’s Center in Virginia. In
addition to her many service-minded activities,
Mrs. Powell has added “author” to her list of
credits. In 20083, her two children’s books, My
Little Wagon, and America’s Promise were
launched with great success.

Mrs. Powell was born and raised in Bir-
mingham, Alabama. She graduated from Fisk
University in Nashville, Tennessee, and went
on to study speech pathology and audiology at
Emerson College in Boston. She worked as
the staff audiologist for the Boston Guild for
the Hard of Hearing.

Alma married Colin Powell in 1962. Mrs.
Powell spent the next 33 years raising a family
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and accompanying her husband on his various
military assignments in the United States and
overseas. While her husband was stationed at
the Pentagon, she served as the Army liaison
to the National Red Cross as part of a team
of volunteer consultants from the military serv-
ices. During General Powell’s tenure as Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, she was the
Advisor to the Red Cross of the Military Dis-
trict of Washington. Most recently, during her
husband’s tenure as the 65th Secretary of
State, Mrs. Powell served as the honorary
president of the Associates of the American
Foreign Service Worldwide. She also sat on
the advisory board of the Hospitality and Infor-
mation Service and was an honorary member
of the Department of State Fine Arts Com-
mittee.

It is my pleasure to congratulate Mrs. Powell
on this prestigious award. | wish her the best
in all of her future endeavors.

————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT
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Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Madam Speak-
er, today our national debt is
$12,831,193,383,690.69.

On January 6th, 2009, the start of the 111th
Congress, the national debt was
$10,638,425,746,293.80.

This means the national debt has increased
by $2,224,623,668,922.50 so far this Con-
gress.

This debt and its interest payments we are
passing to our children and all future Ameri-
cans.

HONORING THE LEGACY OF JOSE
MANUEL CASANOVA

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 20, 2010

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speaker, re-
cently, a greatly respected Cuban-American
presidential appointee, community leader, and
beloved husband and father, passed away.
Jose Manuel Casanova, a true inspiration to
all Americans, dedicated his life’s work to
serving our Nation.

A presidential appointee of Ronald Reagan,
he served as the Executive Director of the
Inter-American Development Bank. Through
the Inter-American Development Bank Jose
helped contribute to economic development in
Latin America, promoting free market policies.

During his tenure at the Inter-American De-
velopment Bank, Jose was appointed by Sec-
retary of the Treasury James A. Baker lll to
serve as U.S. Executive Director for the Inter-
American Investment Corporation. There he
worked to develop private enterprises in Latin
America, providing expertise he gained
through years of experience in banking and
commerce.

Born in Cuba in 1930, Jose fled his home-
land due to the despotic regime of Fidel Cas-
tro. Jose devoted his energies and talents to
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